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and, faced with the alternative either of using
up a very great part of their strength in parry-
ing foolish and malicious attacks, or of bend-
ing the whole of this strength to the completion
of the structure, the leaders of the Union de-
cided to restrict the right to abuse.

But carping, whining, and alarming are pur-
suits which many hold almost as dear as life
itself. Every language contains a host of words
for them, and I can well imagine that to many
the restriction of the right to abuse must seem
sheer despotism. For this reason many people
say that the Soviet Union is the very opposite
of a democracy, and some, indeed, go so far
as to maintain that there is no difference be-
tween the Union and the Fascist dictatorships. "Andthat
Their blindness is to be pitied. At bottom, the demo-
Soviet dictatorship is confined to prohibiting CTacy
the propagation of two opinions in word, deed,
or writing: firstly, that the establishment of
Socialism in the Union is impossible without a
world revolution; and, secondly, that the
Soviet Union is bound to lose the coining war.
It seems to me that anyone who deduces from
these two prohibitions complete homogeneous-
ness with the Fascist dictatorships is overlooking